
MINUTES  

Easton Historic District Commission  

Easton, Maryland  

September 28, 2015  

Members Present: Kurt Herrmann, Chairman, Robert Arnouts, George Koste and Bill Wieland.    

Members Absent: Adam Theeke and Kevin Gibson. 

Mr. Herrmann called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

Opening statement given by the Chairman.  

The Commission operates under the authority granted to it by section 701 of the Town of Easton 

Zoning Ordinance. And, I hereby open the record of the public hearing on cases heard this 

evening and, in accordance with our legal responsibilities, I enter into the record the following 

items: notice of the public hearing, adopted design guidelines, resumes of commission members 

and any consultants used by the Commission, records of any previous meetings, and any letters 

to the Commission on a case.  

The decisions of the HDC may be appealed within 30 days of approval.   

General Order of the hearing of Applications  

Introduction of the application by the presiding officer  

• Presentation by the applicant or his agent  

• Questions by members of the Commission  

• Public comment  

• Petitioner rebuttal  

• Discussion and consideration by the Commission  

• Decision motion and statement of Basis for Decision  

The applicant may withdraw the application at any time up to when the vote is taken.  A Certificate 

of Appropriateness shall lapse upon the expiration of the corresponding Building Permit. For 

applications that require a building permit but for which none is issued, this Certificate of 

Appropriateness shall lapse six (6) months after its issuance. In the event a building permit is not 

required, the Certificate of Appropriateness shall lapse six (6) months from its issuance if 

substantial work is not underway. For good cause shown, this period may be extended by the 

Commission.  I will now entertain a motion to accept the agenda for this evening.  

The Commission voted unanimously to approve the September 14th minutes as presented. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

38-2015  38 S. Harrison Street   Jack Ashley, Owner.  

Mr. Ashley was back before the Commission with a request for review of the side windows and a 

landscaping plan.  Proposed trellis to be 4 to 5’ and be constructed of wood.  As part of the 

landscaping plan he would like to remove the existing maple tree on the property.  He provided 

the Commission with a letter from Bartlett Tree stating that the tree should be removed.  For the 



windows he is proposing Marvin SDL Clad 6 over 6 windows.  The Commission stated that 

Andersen windows would be appropriate as well.       

Upon motion of Mr. Wieland seconded by Mr. Arnouts the Commission voted 4-0 to approve the 

twenty six side windows and the landscaping plan as submitted and as stated above.     

NEW BUSINESS:  

51-2015  202-2 Dover Street  Mid-Shore Community Foundation. 

The applicant was not present at the meeting.  The Commission stated that the address as written 

on the application is in-correct and additional details are needed on the sign.   

Upon motion of Mr. Wieland seconded by Mr. Koste the Commission voted 4-0 to Table the 

application as additional information is required.  

52-2015  41 E. Dover Street                    Steve Wheeler, Benson & Mangold.  

Mr. Wheeler was not present at the meeting.  The Commission noted that the application lacked 

information such as exact location (building), size and type of sign.  

Upon motion of Mr. Wieland seconded by Mr. Arnouts the Commission voted 4-0 to Table the 

application as additional information is required.  

54-2015  116 South Street     Jeff Bowers, Owner.  

Mr. Bowers was before the Commission with a request to replace the existing windows.  

Proposed windows would be manufactured by United Window and Door and would be 6 over 6 

grid pattern to match the existing windows.  Mr. Bowers stated that the existing windows are 

deteriorated and many are broken.  The Commission would like to schedule a site visit to look at 

the existing condition of the windows. 

Upon motion of Mr. Arnouts seconded by Mr. Wieland the Commission voted 4-0 to Table the 

application and scheduled a site visit for Friday, October 2nd at 8:30 a.m.   

53-2015    406 August Street      Patrick Rogan.  

Mr. Rogan was before the Commission with a request to construct a 16’h x 14’ w x 17’d out 

building (238 square feet).  Mr. Rogan stated that the building would face Smith Alley and the 

back of a shopping center. Proposed building to have two windows on each side, one window on 

the front and one on the back (six total). Proposed French doors to be 72” wide and located on 

the north facing side.  The doors facing south and the alley will be custom fabricated “barn style” 

with hinged doors similar to existing shed building adjacent to the site at 408 August Street.  

Roof to be black asphalt shingles.  Exterior sheathing will be plywood with applied trim 

elements to create “Board and Batten” looks and finished with grey stain.  All trim to be wood.   

 

Upon motion of Mr. Arnouts seconded by Mr. Wieland the Commission voted 4-0 to approve the 

application as submitted.   



 

130 & 142 N. Harrison Street       Mike Pullen, Talbot County Attorney.  

 

Mr. Pullen and Mr. Kupersmith were present at the meeting.  Talbot County has requested a 

revision to the Easton Historic District boundaries to remove two County-owned properties 

located at 130 & 142 N. Harrison Street from the district.  Mr. Pullen discussed with the 

Commission the History of the Site, the Legal Standard for Revising Historic District 

Boundaries, how the “Comprehensiveness” Standard applies to the County’s Request, Relevant 

Provisions from the Town of Easton’s Comprehensive Plan and the Downtown Master Plan for 

Infill and Redevelopment and the Potential Impact of Removing the Two County-Owned 

Properties as a whole. After much discussion and based on evidence presented by Talbot County 

the Commission voted unanimously to make a favorable recommendation to the Town Council 

that the parcels be removed from the Historic District.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. by motion of Mr. 

Arnouts and seconded by Mr. Wieland.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Stacie S. Rice  

              Planning Secretary   


